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Course Goals

This critical thinking course focuses on three essential skills—argument recognition, analy
sis, and evaluation—and break each down into its basic components. In this way, student
s learn to think critically in a step—by-step fashion, as they would learn to master any skill.
Additionally, the students will be provided with clear examples and explanations, and learn
to integrate workbook—style writing and thinking exercises that promote active learning.

This course treats the acquisition of critical thinking skills as a process, starting simply an
d working toward more complex skills.We will begin by analyzing very simple arguments ¢
ontaining inference indicators. Next, we will introduce one—-by—one arguments without infer
ence indicators, arguments with extra claims, arguments with missing conclusions, and ar
guments with implied claims. Only then will students encounter arguments with multiple co
nclusions and chain arguments.

Through active learning, students will be able to apply and synthesize critical thinking skill
s in the context of their own experiences. Additionally, they will be able to check their und
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erstanding of new content, and integrate earlier skills with later ones. Such goals will be a
ccomplished through group activities based on information delivered in the lectures.

Applying the course goals, the students should be able to apply what they learn over the ¢
ourse of the semester in order to develop their arguments through a series of critical thinki
ng steps. They will be able to enhance both written and verbal argumentation through the

use of specific critical thinking skills. Additionally, they will be able to critically assess the
position of others in a way that strengthens their argument.

Projected Result
s

For the most part, this course will be taught completely in English. This class uses Englis
h as the medium of instruction (EMI), so itis expected that the students taking this class a

Percentage of th
e original langua

re fluent English speakers.

| understand that a majority of the students are not native Engli

sh speakers, so | will do my best to communicate in a clear manner. If there are any issue
s in understanding the lesson due to any language barriers, don't hesitate to ask me to cla
rify anything that may be difficult for you to understand.

ge classes(%)

Syllabus

Times Lecture Topic

Orientation and introduction to t
he course

Chapter 1: Getting started (Part
1)

Chapter 1: Getting started (Part

3
2)

4 Chapter 2: Recognizing argume
nts

Lecture Goals

1. Identify key aspe
cts of the class

2. Gain an understa
nding of the class s
tructure.

3. Write self-introdu
ction

1. |dentify critical thi
nking skills

2. ldentify higher or
der critical thinking
skills

3. Label forms of thi
nking with Bloom's
Taxonomy

1. Understand the i
mportance of using
critical thinking in th
e workplace.

2. Explain ways in

which critical thinki
ng can be used in v
arious workplaces.

3. Based on everyth
ing you learned in
Chapter 1, provide
a comprehensive d
efinition of critical th
inking.

1. Define argument
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Read all materials f
or Week 1.
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Read all materials f
or Week 2.

Read all materials f
or Week 3.

Assignments

Answer the self introd
uction questions and

post your self introduc
tion.

In—class activities: crit
ical thinking skills acti
vity, higher order critic
al thinking skills activit
y, and Bloom's Taxon
omy activity

In—class activities: crit
ical thinking in the wor
kplace activity, compr
ehensive critical thinki
ng definition activity

In—class activities: def
ining argument activit
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Times

7

Lecture Topic

Chapter 3: Analyzing arguments
(Part 1)

Chapter 3: Analyzing arguments
(Part 2)

Midterm exam

chaojeta

Lecture Goals

2. ldentify claims to
use in an argument

3. Distinguish betw
een different types
of claims

1. Analyze argumen
ts with one conclus
ion indicator

2. Analyze argumen
ts with one premise
indicator

3. Analyze argumen
ts with multiple pre
mises

4. Analyze argumen
ts with multiple infer
ence indicators

5. ldentify the issue
s of an argument

6. Analyze argumen
ts without inference
indicators

7. Analyze argumen
ts with extra claims

1. Analyze argumen
ts with extra claims

2. Analyze argumen
ts with unstated co
nclusions

3. Analyze argumen
ts with implied claim
S

4. Analyze multiple
arguments

5. Analyze chain ar
guments

Apply learned conc
epts for assessmen
t
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Read all materials f
or Week 5.

Read all materials f
or Week 6.

AL
e, SRUTY

Read all materials f
or Week 7.

Assignments

y, claims to be used i
n an argument activity,
and distinguishing bet
ween different types of
claim activity

In—class activities: arg
uments with one concl
usion indicator activit
y, arguments with one
premise indicator activ
ity, arguments with mu
ltiple premise indicator
s activity, arguments
with multiple inference
indicators activity, and
issues of an argument
activity

In—class activities: ext
ra claims activity, unst
ated conclusion activit
y, implied claims activi
ty, and multiple argum
ents vs. chain argume
nts activity

Assignment 1 due at t
he end Week 7. Assig
nment 1 will involve ap
plying concepts that w
as taughtin the first h
alf of the semester.

No in—class activities t
his week. This week i
s reserved for taking t
he midterm examinatio
n.

Reminder: Assignment
1 due.
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Times Lecture Topic
8 Chapter 5: Detecting fallacies
Chapter 6: Preparing to evaluat
e arguments (Part 1)
10 Chapter 6: Preparing to evaluat
e arguments (Part 2)
1 Chapter 6: Preparing to evaluat

e arguments (Part 3)

chaojeta

Lecture Goals

1. Identify various ki
nds of logical fallaci
es

2. Explain why they
are fallacious

3. ldentify the premi
se, conclusion, and
issue of each fallac
ious argument

1. Explain what it m
eans to evaluate an
argument.

2. |dentify the differe
nce between deduc
tive and inductive re
asoning.

3. ldentify deductive
reasoning argument
S.

4. ldentify inductive
reasoning argument
s

1. Distinguish betw
een two kinds of de
ductive arguments

2. Distinguish betw
een different kinds
of categorical argu
ments

3. Distinguish betw
een different kinds
of truth—functional ar
guments

1. |dentify different t
ypes of inductive re
asoning arguments

2. ldentify analogica
| arguments

3. Identify inductive
generalizations

4. |dentify causal ar
guments
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Read all materials f
or Week 9.

Read all materials f
or Week 10.
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Assignments

In—class activities: log
ical fallacy activity and
identifying parts of logi
cal fallacies activity

In—class activities: arg
ument evaluation activi
ty and deductive vs. in
ductive reasoning acti
vity

In—class activities: var
ying kinds of deductiv
e reasoning argument
s activity, varying kind
s of categorical argum
ents activity, and varyi
ng kinds of truth—functi
onal arguments activit
y

In—class activities: var
ying kinds of inductive
reasoning arguments
activity, analogical arg
uments activity, inducti
ve generalizations acti
vity, and causal argum
ents activity
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Times Lecture Topic

12 Chapter 12: Constructing argum
ents (Part 1)

13 Chapter 12: Constructing argum
ents (Part 2)

14 Chapter 12: Construction argum
ents (Part 3)

15 Final exam

Methods of Grading

chaojeta

Lecture Goals

1. Brainstormissue
s for your own argu
mentative essay

2. Brainstorm premi
ses for your own ar
gumentative essay

3. Clearly state your
own premises fory
our argumentative e
ssay

4. Using critical thin
king, make an introd
uctory paragraph to
an argumentative es
say

1. Support your con
clusion through criti
cal thinking

2. Use intermediate
conclusions to dev
elop the body of yo
ur essay

3. Write the main pa
ragraphs of the bod
y of an essay by su
pporting your concl
usion

1. Consider objectio
ns from the other si
de

2. Rebut those obje
ctions

3. Summarize your
main points in a co
ncluding paragraph

4. Write a works cit
ed list

Apply learned conc
epts for assessmen
t
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Read all materials f
or Week 12.
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Read all materials f
or Week 13.
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Read all materials f
or Week 14.

Read all materials f
or Week 15.

Assignments

In—class activities: iss
ue brainstorming activi
ty, premise brainstormi
ng activity, and premis
e development activity

In—class activity: Deve
lop body of argumentat
ive essay

In—class activity: Deve
lop conclusion of argu
mentative essay

Assignment 2 due at t
he end week 15. Assi
gnment 2 will involve a
pplying concepts that
was taughtin the sec
ond half of the semest
er.

No in—class activities t
his week. This week i
s reserved for taking t
he final examination.

Reminder: Assignment
2 due.
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Cengage Learning

The curriculum for this class is based on the textbook, but additional materials will be used as well. Although the t
extbook is used as a framework, we will not cover the book page by page. Depending on the pace of this course,
the semester plan is subject to change. If you miss a class, please remember to check the LMS for materials and
notes that were used during your absence, as they serve as a good indicator of what you will be assessed on.

Generative Al, including ChatGPT, can be used for learning, but If you copy and submit information generated by C
hatGPT or any other artificial intelligence chatbot, it will be regarded as cheating (plagiarism).
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