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This course provides an introduction to the history of human presence in East Asia, begin
ning with the first arrival of homo sapiens to the region some 70,000 years ago, moving on t
o the rise of kingdoms and empires, and then covering up to our current era of modern nati
on-states interacting in a time of fragmented globalization. In this macro—tour of the history
of the region, the history of human experience in East Asia will be presented from an interd

Course
Description

isciplinary perspective (including the methods of biology, economics, political science, so
ciology, linguistics, archaeology, geography, paleography, and digital studies). Along the

way, we will read translated passages of emblematic works of literature from the Korean, C
hinese, and Japanese literary traditions in order to explore different moments of cultural flo
urishing in the region. The primary theme will be examining how humans in East Asia have
individually and collectively responded to the conditions and challenges of the time in whic
h they lived.
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Description
Related Courses

Course Goals

Projected Result
s

Percentage of th
e original langua
ge classes(%)

English: 100%

Syllabus

Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments

Understanding the
Geographic and Cli

The Earliest Human Presence i matological Context

1 n East Asia: of East Asia in the 2to] EojE= 4o
Geographic Context and Eviden | Pleistocene and Hol ’ ’
ce ocene. Defining wh

at is geographically
“East Asia.”

Imagining Human C

ollectives (Settleme

nts) Prior to the Em uo| EQEESY,
ergence of State En

tities.

The Spread of Agriculture in Ea
2 st Asia:
Neolithic Societies

Comprehending Wh
at Defines a State.
Conceiving of State
Power. What is the
Relationship Betwe
en the Emergence o
f States and Metal—
Working?

Early Bronze Making in East As
ia and the Emergence of the Sta
te: Comparing Gojoseon, Erlito
u, Yayoi, and Gaya.

. Understanding the
The Appearance of Writing and .
Role Played by Writi

4 Early States that Used It: Shang , , e EQEESTH,
ng in State Formatio
and Goguryeo.

n and Upkeep.

) o Understanding the
Where Did Confucianism Come , , ,
Historical Circumsta
From? The Zhou State, Its Deca ) )
5 . . nces in Which Conf
y, and the Warring States Perio

d of the Northern Alluvial Plains.

ucianism and Daois
m Emerged.

Exploring the Conn

State Power, Empire, and the W )
ection Between Stat

riting of History (1): Qin and Ha ,
6 n; Shilla and Baekjae; and the e Power, Imperial A
' jae: mbition, and the Writ

Nara Period. ) )
ing of History.

Trade, Cultural Interaction, and

the Advent of Buddhism: Tang D
ynasty, Baekjae and Shilla, and
the Heian Period.

Understanding Cult
ural Interaction and
Assimilation in East
Asia.
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Times

10

11

12

13

14

15

Lecture Topic

Empire and the Writing of Histor
y (2): Goryeo and lts Historiogra
phy.

The Advancement of Maritime T
echnology and Increased Intera
ction: Song; Goryeo; and Heia
n. The Spread of Mongol Powe
r. The Rise of Ryukyu and Pirati
ng.

Narrative Literature in the Tang,
Song, and Heian Period.

The State in a New Technologic
al Context: Joseon; Ming; and
Muromachi.

After 1400 C.E.: Intensified Inter
action Between Western Europe
and East Asia.

State Entities in a Globalizing W
orld: Joseon, Tokugawa, and Q
ing.

The Rise of the Modern Nation—
State: Korea, China, and Japan.

Post-WWII: East Asia in a Glob
al Society.

Methods of Grading

chaof

Lecture Goals

Exploring the Conn
ection Between Imp
erial Ambition and t
he Writing of Histor
y.

Understanding How
Navigational Techn
ology Changed the
Geopolitical Circum
stances of the Regi
on.

How Does Literatur
e Reflect Individual

and Collective Con

cerns Across Socia
| Contexts and Dem
onstrate Cultural Fu
sion and Synthese

s?

Understanding Pres
sure Put on Societ
es Owing to New G
eopolitical Circumst
ances of the Region
Because of Increas
ed Maritime Interacti
on.

Understanding How
Interaction Between
Western Europe an
d East Asia Affecte
d the Region.

How Did State Entiti
es in East Asia Ada
pt and Respond to |
nteraction with West
ern Europe?

Understanding the

Circumstances that
Gave Rise to the M
odern Nation—State
and the Consequen
ces of that Rise.

How Have East Asi
an Societies Adapte
d and Changed in t
he Age of Globaliza
tion, Digital Commu
nication, and Rising
National Populism?
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