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Language permeates every aspect of our life — cognitive, social, economic, and political. |
n this course, we will explore language as a fundamental aspect of human cognition. How
does language affect thought processes? How does language relate to the mental capaciti
es that people have? How do we process language? Are there areas of the brain specializ
ed for language? How do we learn language as a child? Is this process different from learn
Course ing language as an adult? What are the different accents in English? How is language use
o d in everyday conversation?
Description
This course will introduce you to the complexity and creativity of the acquisition and use of
language. Just like breathing, producing and understanding speech is a natural activity tha
twe engage in daily, with little conscious awareness or effort. In this course, we will stud
y the processes that underlie this ability. The more you understand about language, how it
is learned, and how it is processed, the more you understand yourself

Description
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Course Goals

Projected Result
S
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What is language?
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Animal communication from human beings?
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Times

10

11

12

13

14

15

Lecture Topic

Primate Communication

Midterm Exam

Sound structure & Articulation
Phonetics

Phonology & Speech Perceptio
n

Morphology

Syntax, Word Recognition

Language and the Brain
Hemispheric Differences

Aphasia

Language Acquisition
Cognitive Function and Langua
ge Ability

Final Exam

Methods of Grading

seqguen
ce

1

Description

Mid—-tem Exam
Final-exam
Pop Quizzes
Assignments
Reports

All

chaojeta

Lecture Goals

Case studies to tea
ch primates how to
use languages

Human vocal organ
S
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Canong Effect
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Word Structure
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DTC

Interaction of linguis
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Contralateral structu
re of brain

Locality of brain str
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Different types and
examples of aphasi
a

How language is ac
quired by children
Language Savants,
Williams Syndrome,
Children with SLI

Percentage

30%
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20%
0%

100%
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Lecture Methods
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Details
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Textbook(s) & References

Descrip
tion

Title Author Publisher

Requi

red T

extbo
ok

The Study of Language G. Yule Cambridge University Press

Memo
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