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Course Summary

This course offers an introduction to the development of and current issues in South Korea
n society. South Korea has undergone incredible social change over the past 150 years. P
rimarily an agrarian and feudal society ruled by a monarch in the late nineteenth century, K
orea rapidly transformed into a technologically and economically advanced democracy whi
ch has recently received attention as a cultural powerhouse. This course begins with the

Course Joseon Dynasty period, and works its way through the Japanese colonial era, the emerge

Description nce of the two Koreas, and then focuses on the transformation of South Korea from one of t
he poorest countries in the world to one of the most advanced. Although political and econ
omic developments are noted, the focus will primarily be on how Korean society and cultur
e have developed from its traditional roots throughout the twentieth century. Moreover, this
class will challenge students to question how current social issues in Korea are the result
of the rapid changes of the past century and to think of solutions for those issues.
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Description
Related Courses

The goal of the course is to provide students with a basic understanding of South Korea's

Course Goals ) L . . )
economic development and its impact, both positive and negative, on Korean society.

Students will have a basic understanding of numerous contemporary social issues in Kore
a and their historical origins. Students will also have experience working in groups to dev
elop solutions to social problems.

Projected Result
s

Percentage of th
e original langua
ge classes(%)

Syllabus
Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments
1 Class Introduction e,
Economic Development I Imagi
2 ning and Building the Korean Dr ze,
eam
Economic Development Il Livin
3 z9of,
g the Korean Dream
Economic Development lll: The
4 a2,
Korean Dream Coming Undone?
5 Immigration and Multiculturalism e,
6 Christianity and Confucianism ze,
7 Climate Change ze,
8 Education Fever ze,
9 Aging Society ze,
10 Family Life ze,
11 Gender Inequality and Feminism PALIY
12 Political Polarization e,
13 The D!VISIOH of Korea and Korea 2to].
n Society
14 Viewing South Korea through Ci 29|
nema
15 Group Social Issues Presentati 29|
on
Methods of Grading
sequen
Se Description Percentage Details
1 Mid-tem Exam 30% =2la54E

All 100%
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seqguen

ce Description Percentage Details
2 Final-exam 30% JdaEYE
3 Pop Quizzes 0%
4 Assignments 20% Critical Review Essay ¥ U1 2+ X = 10% &)
5 Reports 0%
6 Presentations & Discussions 10%
7 Attendance 10%
8 0%
9 Others 0%
All 100%
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Textbook(s) & References
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Korean Society: An Introduction
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red T From Miracle to Mirage: The Making and U
extbo nmaking of the Korean Middle Class
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Memo

This course is in English
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